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Fogarty Kicks Off Annual Holiday Cheer Care 
Package Drive for Troops  

 
Lt. Gov. Charles J. Fogarty today kicked off his annual “Operation Holiday Cheer” Care 
Package Drive saying he is looking forward to again working with Rhode Islanders to send a 
little bit of home to deployed Rhode Island military members.  
 
“This is a tremendous way to show those who are defending our freedom and their families that 
we appreciate the great sacrifice they are making,” Fogarty said. “Each time we do this, I am 
amazed at the generosity of Rhode Islanders who donate hundreds of hours and countless items 
so that our troops can have a little bit of home during this holiday season. We may be the 
smallest state, but we certainly have the biggest heart when it comes to our troops.” 
 
This is the third package drive Fogarty has coordinated. To date, thousands of volunteers have 
donated items and helped to ship some 3,000 packages to current and former Rhode Islanders 
serving in the Reserves and National Guard or on Active Duty. As always, the packages will 
contain donated reminders of home, such as Dunkin’ Donuts coffee, boxes of blank cards from 
CardSmart, Del’s Lemonade, letters from school children and snacks, magazines and games. 
 
"I would like to thank Lieutenant Governor Fogarty and his office for their ongoing support of 
the Rhode Island National Guard. Operation Holiday Cheer is just another example of their 
tireless dedication to the men and women of the National Guard," Maj. Gen. Reginald 
A.Centracchio said. 
 
Fogarty said he is particularly thankful to the companies and organizations that have donated 
product, supplies, volunteers and money for shipping, including: the Rhode Island Red Cross, 
US Postal Service, Narragansett Electric, Fleet a Bank of America Company, Hasbro, Boston 
Celtics, CVS, Dunkin Donuts, CardSmart, Del’s Lemonade, Acorn Graphics, National 
Education Association, Rhode Island Federation of Teachers, Rhode Island State Police, RI.Gov, 
WPRI, WJAR and WLNE and Citadel Communications, International Operating Engineers 
Union Local 57 (IOEU), Teamsters 251, Brotherhood of Correctional Officers, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW). 
 
 “The success of this program is directly related to the support of these companies and the 
thousands of Rhode Islanders who take part in this effort,” Fogarty said.  
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Fogarty said he expects to ship some 1,500 packages. The majority will be sent to Rhode Island 
National Guard troops. The remainder of the packages will be shipped to current or former 
Rhode Islanders who are deployed overseas through an out-of-state unit, whether they are in the 
Reserves, National Guard or on Active Duty. Fogarty has set up a secure, state government web 
site www.ltgov.ri.gov, which contains all information about the event and will allow people to 
request packages for loved ones serving overseas.  
 
“All deployed Rhode Island National Guard members will automatically receive a package. 
Families of former or current Rhode Islanders who are deployed overseas and attached to an out-
of-state unit of the Guard or Reserve, or whose loved one is on full-time Active Duty, can 
request a package through the web site.” 
 
Once a Rhode Islander, always a Rhode Islander. If someone grew up here or lived here, we 
want to make sure, as we have in the past, that they receive a package from home,” Fogarty said. 
 
HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 
As always, Rhode Islanders will have an opportunity to participate in the effort through 
donations. The drop off date for items is Saturday, Oct. 30, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
National Guard Mounted Command Armory, 1051 North Main Street, Providence.  
 

Items may also be dropped off October 29 through the 30th at CardSmart’s eight 
Rhode Island stores.   
The CardSmart stores in Rhode Island are located at: 

  1400 Oaklawn Avenue, Cranston 
  Apple Valley Mall, 445 Putnam, Greenville 
  39 Smithfield Road, North Providence 
  11 Commerce Way, Johnston 
  Boulevard Plaza, 325 Armistice, Pawtucket 
  1245 Bald Hill Road, Warwick 
  1500 Diamond Hill Road, Woonsocket 
 
All items should be separated and only those items on the list can be accepted.  
 
  Anti-bacterial wipes (Please do not donate other toiletries) 
  Hand sanitizer 
  Coffee filters 
  International Calling Cards 
  Granola Bars 
  Snacks -  (Potato and other chips do not ship well) 
  Hard Candy – (Chocolate melts in shipment)  
  Twin bed sheets 
  Magazines and books 
  Disposable cameras 
  Powdered drink mix 
  Powdered coffee creamer 
 
Companies and organizations that wish to help, or have large drop-offs, should visit the web site 
listed below or contact the Lieutenant Governor’s Office at 222-2371.  
 
For more information or to request a package, visit www.ltgov.ri.gov and click on 
“Operation Holiday Cheer” 
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